
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROUDLY PART OF THE  
2021 NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE LIVING FESTIVAL 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL PROGRAM 



 

 
 

8:50am  VIRTUAL FOYER OPENS  
 Attendees can see the live-streamed stage 

9:00am OPENING PLENARY – Welcome, Acknowledgments,  
Welcome to Country by Julie Kitto 

9:10am KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY DR. KARL and Q&A with MC ELLEN REGOS 

9:55am DAY OUTLINE – MC details upcoming sessions and ways of accessing 
workshops 

10:00am  BREAK & 1st EXPO TIME  
5 exhibitors have 10 minutes each with audience & MC 

10:50am  MC – Directing Attendees to use their workshop link  

11:00am WORKSHOPS – Concurrent Presentations 

11:55am  Attendees directed back to the main stage link 

12:00pm BREAK & 2nd EXPO TIME 
4 exhibitors have 10 minutes each with audience & MC 

1:00pm CLOSING PLENARY – MC to detail final session 

1:10pm  PANEL SESSION – CULTURE OF CARE DISCUSSION and Q&A 

2:20pm CONCLUSION, THANK-YOU’S, DOOR PRIZES & FAREWELL 

2:30pm CONFERENCE CLOSE 



 

 

Dr Karl Kruszelnicki 
Author and science communicator  
 
Dr Karl Kruszelnicki just loves Science to Pieces. 
His media career spans more than 30 years, 
talking about Science in radio, TV, podcasts, 
newspapers and books – 45 to date with more 
on the way.  

His accolades range from the Ig Nobel Prize 
from Harvard University for his ground-breaking 
research into belly button fluff and why it is 
almost always blue to being one of Australia’s 
100 National Living Treasures.  

In 2019 the United Nations awarded Dr Karl the UNESCO Kalinga Prize for the Popularisation 
of Science. The prize is global recognition of Dr Karl’s gift for communication. He is the first 
Australian to win the prize.  

A lifetime student, Dr Karl has degrees in Physics and Mathematics, Biomedical Engineering, 
Medicine and Surgery. He has worked as a physicist, labourer, roadie for bands, car mechanic, 
filmmaker, biomedical engineer, TV weatherman and medical doctor at The Children’s 
Hospital in Sydney. Since 1995, he has been the Julius Sumner Miller Fellow at the University 
of Sydney where his ‘mission’ is to spread the good word about science and its benefits. 

We will look forward to hearing Dr Karl speak about sustainability, community, climate change 
and most importantly, hope. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Time Expo Presenter Get in Contact or Find out More 

10:10am Stephanie Alexander Kitchen 
Garden Foundation 

Jess Brien  

Get in contact: 

jess.brien@kitchengardenfoundation.org.au  

10:20am Reconciliation Victoria 

Lisa Moloney 

Get in contact: 

Lisa.moloney@reconciliation.org.au  

10:30am Early Childhood Outdoor 
Learning Network (ECOLN) 

Stephanie Willey 

Get in contact: 

ecolearningnetwork@gmail.com  

10:40am Zoos Victoria –  
Healesville Sanctuary 

Rebecca Gray 

Get in contact: 

rgray@zoo.org.au  

10:50am Yarra Valley ECOSS 

Kylie Barnes and  
Chelsea McNab 

Get in contact: 

eartheducation@ecoss.org.au    
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At this year’s conference, workshops will run concurrently through zoom ‘breakout rooms’. 
A link will have been sent through to the email used to book your ticket.  

Use this link to access your pre-booked workshop session. 
 

 

Workshop and Presenter Session 

Kitchen garden program for early 
childhood services 

Early Years Audience 

Jess Brien, Stephanie Alexander Kitchen 
Garden Foundation 

Jess will give you an introduction to the Pleasurable Food 
Education and Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation. 
Another educator, Natasha Grogan will give an insight into the 
early year’s program that SAKGF offer and you will also see a 
showcase from a local kindergarten highlighting how they have 
embraced the program within their centre.  

Creating sustainable culture within 
early learning facilities 

Early Years Audience 

Nicole Talarico, Talarico Consulting 

Nicole will present a session that highlights and explores the 
approaches and opportunities to embed a sustainable culture 
throughout many different types of early years’ settings. 

Heal Country, Heal the Nation – 
Exploring the 2021 NAIDOC Theme 

Early Years to Secondary Years 
Audiences 

Lisa Moloney, Reconciliation Victoria 

This session will explore this year’s NAIDOC theme Heal Country 
and ways of introducing the theme in your classroom.  After last 
year’s devastating bushfires there has been a greater awareness 
of and interest in First Nations’ cultural knowledge of Country. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have been calling for 
stronger measures to recognise, protect, and maintain all 
aspects of their culture and heritage for all Australians so future 
generations might enjoy a brighter future. If we heal Country we 
can heal our nation. Be part of that generation of change.   

Inspiring storylines: Staying 'lit up' to 
lead learning for sustainability  

All audiences 

Bronwyn Sutton, Deakin University and 
Mesch Engagement 

How do we stay engaged in our work as sustainability educators 
and leaders, in increasingly challenging and disorienting times? 
During this interactive session we will explore this question as 
we create a shared storyline of inspiration through connection, 
conversation and collaborative creation. Come open to be 
inspired! 

 



 

 

Once workshops are finished, attendees will be directed back to  
the main conference stream through the link they were  

provided in their email.

Workshop and Presenter Session 

Teaching about Biodiversity and local 
Aboriginal history 

Primary and Secondary School 
Audiences 

Peter Preuss, Woori Yallock Farm School 

The Woori Yallock Farm School is an alternative educational 
setting with a primary purpose of developing personal skills such 
as teamwork, communication, confidence and resilience.  Our 
flagship program involves students in gaining a Certificate I in 
Conservation and Land Management or Certificate II in 
Horticulture.  Some of our 'fun' resources and 'engaging' 
curriculum materials are quite transferable to mainstream 
settings to teach about Biodiversity and local Aboriginal History, 
and can help schools meet the requirements of the curriculum in 
these areas. 

Integrated STEM: Exploring Gardens as 
Living Classrooms 

Primary School Audience 

Ben Howes & Dr Duncan Symons, Jane 
Fnnc`kkƦr Qnnsr `mc Rgnnsr % Tmhudqrhsx 
of Melbourne 

Gardens are filled to the brim with biodiversity, and we can find 
them everywhere: in recreational parks, nature strips, school 
grounds and botanical gardens. How can we activate these 
outdoor spaces to engage and equip our students to learn? Dr 
Duncan Symons, STEM Education expert from the Melbourne 
Graduate School of Education, and Ben Howes, Victorian State 
Coordinator at Jane Goodall’s Roots and Shoots Australia, are 
seeking an answer! Join us as we explore the foundations of 
Integrated STEM in the primary years curriculum and share rich 
experiences of integrating inquiry, investigative and problem-
based approaches to learning in the great outdoors. 



 

Time Expo Presenter Get in Contact or Find out More 

12:20pm Jane Goodall Institute Australia 
Ben Howes 

Get in contact: 

vic@janegoodall.org.au  

12:30pm Department of Environment, Land, 
Water & Planning 
Pete Merritt 

Get in contact: 

Peter.merritt@delwp.vic.gov.au  

12:40pm Environmental Education for Kids! 
(EEK!) 
Jess Lazarus 

Get in contact: 

annetteanderson@swin.edu.au  

12:50pm Cultivating Communities 
Ellen Regos 

Get in contact: 

info@cultivatingcommunity.org.au  
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Our panel will discuss a range of thoughts and perspectives relating to a 
theme of ‘Culture of Care’ facilitated by our MC Ellen Regos. 

There will time given to audience Question & Answer. 

Our Panel includes: 

¶ Nelson Aldridge, Yarra Ranges Council Indigenous Development Trainee 
¶ Lucy Harberts, Darebin City Council Early Years Support 
¶ Chanaka Ruwandeniya, STEM Specialist for a collaboration of Primary Schools 
¶ Grace MacCartney, from Donvale Christian College 

 

What you can expect in this section: 

¶ Final summary of the conference from conference MC Ellen Regos 
¶ Address from EASL Coordinator Sarah Bond on how to keep in touch 
¶ Door Prizes Drawn 
¶ Thank you and farewell from EASL Councillors 



 

 
Incursion 

 
Excursion 

  
School support 

  
Early years support 

 
Grants 

 

Organisation Purpose Contact Service 

Blackburn Lake 
Sanctuary 

A bushland sanctuary in the City of 
Whitehorse, offering learning 
opportunities through its Environment 
Education Program.  
blackburnlakesanctuary.org 

9626 6213 
blsac@bigpond.com    

 
 

CERES 
Community 
Environment 
Park 

CERES is a not-for-profit sustainability 
centre that runs educational programs 
and provides sustainability support.  
ceres.org.au/education 

9389 0100 
    

  

Cool Australia 
 

A not-for-profit organisation that offers 
online teaching tools, resources and 
professional development courses in 
sustainability education.  
coolaustralia.org 

1300 853 810 
   

 

Croydon 
Conservation 
Society 

A non-for-profit community volunteer 
group who have been actively 
‘conserving’ the local environment and 
planting native species. Croydon 
Conservation Society can provide flora 
and fauna resources.  
croydonconservation.org.au  

 

  
 

Cultivating 
Community 

A food and gardening program initiative 
supporting public housing tenants grow 
food and develop healthy communities 
cultivatingcommunity.org.au 

9429 3084 

 

Victorian 
Department of 
Environment 
Water Land and 
Planning 
 

Information on a range of Victorian 
environments and how they are 
managed, including forests, coasts, fire, 
wildlife, water, climate change and 
energy.  delwp.vic.gov.au 

136 186 
 
 

 

 

http://blackburnlakesanctuary.org/
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https://sustainability.ceres.org.au/
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https://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/


 

Edendale 
Community 
Environment 
Farm, Eltham 
 

Edendale Farm is an education centre 
supporting sustainable living practices 
for the whole community.  
edendale.vic.gov.au/Schools-programs 

9433 3711 
    

  

Environmental 
Education for 
Kids! (EEK!) 

EEK! engage and educate students from 
early childhood through to secondary 
school on local waterways and 
associated issues such as stormwater 
and pollution to empower citizen 
scientists 
ee4k.com.au 

 

   

  

Environmental 
Education 
Victoria (EEV) 

EEV is the peak body for sustainability 
and environmental education in Victoria. 
EEV connects with individuals and 
organisations to provide access to 
educational expertise and high quality 
resources 
eev.vic.edu.au 

9341 8174 

  
  

Fairtrade 
Australia & New 
Zealand 

Fairtrade have a number of free 
education resources for Primary and 
Secondary schools on their website. 
fairtradeanz.org/for-consumers/what-is-
fairtrade/get-involved/in-your-school  

9602 2225 

 

Formidable 
Vegetable 

Musical artist – ecological electro 
funk/swing. Formidable Vegetable 
connects creative nature with creative 
music while teaching all ages about 
permaculture and regenerative living 
formidablevegetable.com 

 

 

Friends of the 
Helmeted 
Honeyeater 

Indigenous Plant Nursery in Yarra 
Ranges that offers incursion and 
excursion programs around the helmeted 
honeyeater.  
helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  

5954 8341/ 
0419 023 622 
info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 

   

 
 

Gould League Gould League is a not-for-profit assisting 
teachers increase the impact of science 
and sustainability; and helping students 
connect with their natural world and live 
more sustainably 
gould.org.au 

0431 107 389 

  

  

https://www.edendale.vic.gov.au/Schools-programs
http://www.ee4k.com.au/
http://www.eev.vic.edu.au/
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http://www.formidablevegetable.com/
https://www.helmetedhoneyeater.org.au/
http://www.gould.org.au/


 

Kids Teaching 
Kids 
 

Kids Teaching Kids coordinate and 
support events where students can teach 
their peers about sustainability issues 
that they have been learning about.  
kidsteachingkids.com.au  

8327 8481 
admin@kidsteachingkids.com.au 
 

 

Kiosc in Knox 
 

Offers sustainability, technology and 
innovation programs for all ages.  
kiosc.vic.edu.au 

9210 1285 
kiosc@swin.edu.au 
 

 

Victorian 
Landcare 
Gateway 
 

The Victorian Landcare Gateway is the 
source of information for landcare 
groups across Victoria. Information 
available on Victorian Junior Landcare 
groups and grants available to schools. 
juniorlandcare.org.au 

 

 

LaTrobe Wildlife 
Sanctuary 
 

Fosters research and education in 
environmental science, management and 
restoration of indigenous habitats.  

9479 1206 
wildlife@latrobe.edu.au 
 

  

Melbourne 
Water 
 

Aim to foster better understanding of 
water use issues and foster healthy 
people, places and environment. 
Education resources available at 
melbournewater.com.au/education 

131 722 
    

 
 

Museums 
Victoria 
 

A wide range of onsite programs as well 
as outreach, online and bookable 
learning kits. 
museumsvictoria.com.au/learning 

 

   

  

Nature Stewards 
– Outdoors 
Victoria 

From bush kinders to networking, OV 
supports outdoor learning as an 
important method of teaching – catering 
to students of all ages. OV promotions 
environmental literacy and stewardship 
through nature discovery.  
outdoorsvictoria.org.au/nature-stewards 

8846 4100 

   

  

Parks Victoria 
 

Parks Victoria manage land and marine 
parks across Victoria. They provided 
ranger-led activities and guidelines for 
teacher-led excursion in parks that they 
manage. 
parkweb.vic.gov.au/learn 

131 963 
    

 

https://www.kidsteachingkids.com.au/
https://www.kiosc.vic.edu.au/
https://juniorlandcare.org.au/
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/water-data-and-education/learning-resources
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/learning
https://outdoorsvictoria.org.au/nature-stewards/
https://outdoorsvictoria.org.au/nature-stewards/
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/learning-in-nature


 

Port Phillip 
Ecocentre 

 

A not-for-profit community group that 
looks to support local initiatives to 
protect and enhance the biodiversity in 
the Port Phillip region. ecocentre.com 

9534 0670 
info@ecocentre.com 
 

   

  

Reverse Art 
Truck 
 

Recycled Art materials. Save on the cost 
of materials while re-using our resources!  
reversearttruck.com 

9879 1264 
reversearttruck@gmail.com 

 

SCR Group 
 

SCR Group is a clothing and homewares 
recycling company with schools 
programs that focus on the importance 
of clothing reuse and recycling. 
scrg.com.au/schools 

1300 687 261 
   

Sustainability 
Victoria 
 

Sustainability Victoria run the 
ResourceSmart Schools program which 
supports Victorian schools to embed 
sustainability.  
sustainability.vic.gov.au/School 

8626 8747 
   

The Diggers  
Club 
 

Expert gardeners that can provide 
excellent advice on nearly all garden 
needs. They also have a retail shop at 
Cloudehill Gardens, Olinda, with heirloom 
seeds and plants, books and gardening 
products. diggers.com.au 

5984 7900 
 

 

Yarn Strong 
Sista 

Yarn Strong Sista provides training for 
Educators and offer a range of First 
Nations designed educational resources 
to meet the curriculum needs for 
students of all ages.  
yarnstrongsista.com 

9338 3492 

  

Yarra Valley 
ECOSS 

A permaculture designed farm and  
environmental and educational not-for-
profit organisation that promotes local 
food production, earth education and 
resilient communities 
ecoss.org.au 

5967 2416 
   

 

Zoos Victoria 
 

Zoos Victoria have a range of different 
education initiatives and have a Fighting 
Extinction Schools Program.  
zoo.org.au/education 

9340 2788 
    

 

https://ecocentre.com/
https://www.reversearttruck.com/
https://scrg.com.au/schools/
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/School
https://www.diggers.com.au/
http://www.yarnstrongsista.com/
http://www.ecoss.org.au/
https://www.zoo.org.au/education


 

Organisation Purpose Contact 

Bulleen Art & Garden 
(BAAG) 

Plant Nursery and education in 
Manningham 
baag.com.au 

8850 3030 

Bungalook Nursery 
Whitehorse 

Indigenous Plant Nursery in Whitehorse 
Council 
wcipp.org.au 

wcipp@yahoo.com.au 

Candlebark Community 
Nursery 

Indigenous Plant Nursery in Yarra 
Ranges Council area 
candlebark.org.au 

0499 021 315 
info@candlebark.org.au 

CRISP Nursery Indigenous Nursery in Maroondah 
Council area  
crispnursery.org.au 

9879 3911 
crisp@melbpc.org.au 

Friends of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater 

Indigenous Plant Nursery in Yarra 
Ranges.  
helmetedhoneyeater.org.au  

0419 023 622 
info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au 
 

Friends of Warrandyte 
State Park Nursery 

Indigenous Plant Nursery in 
Manningham 
fowsp.org.au  

0409 317 327 
nursery@fowsp.org.au 

Greenlink Community 
Nursery 

Indigenous Plant Nursery in Whitehorse  
greenlinkboxhill.org 

0479 121 653 
greenlinkboxhill@gmail.com 
 

Knox Environment 
Society 

Indigenous Plant Nursery in Knox  
kes.org.au 

0425 832 482 
info@kes.org.au 

Southern Dandenongs 
Community Nursery Inc. 

Indigenous Plant Nursery in Yarra 
Ranges 
sdcn.org.au 

9754 6962 

Victorian Indigenous 
Nursery Co-op 

Indigenous Plant Nursery in Darebin  
vinc.net.au 

9482 1710 
info@vinc.net.au 
 

http://www.baag.com.au/
http://www.wcipp.org.au/
http://candlebark.org.au/
mailto:info@candlebark.org.au
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https://greenlinkboxhill.org/
https://www.kes.org.au/
mailto:info@kes.org.au
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https://www.vinc.net.au/
mailto:info@vinc.net.au


 

 
 

EASL works to support and connect educators within the five alliance Councils: 

¶ Knox City Council 
¶ Manningham Council 
¶ Maroondah City Council 
¶ City of Whitehorse  
¶ Yarra Ranges Council  

The focus of EASL’s activities is Professional Development and Networking for Schools, Early 
Years and Community educators.  

EASL’s vision is of thriving, engaged, environmentally sustainable and resilient citizens that 
feel empowered to enact change in their own lives and wider community. 

EASL sends regular newsletters, hosts Teacher Environment Network (TEN) meetings and 
offers specialised programs throughout the year. To subscribe and see what’s happening in 
2021, visit the EASL website: easl.com.au.  

 

http://www.easl.com.au/

